
A paw o~ lao~l~.cr~i§,~.nlo Dsl’s Boat. Harbor ~n th~ Old River near Tra~y, D~..~
House project have~Stained a state permit to dump treated waste water into, thenyer

Water chiefs watch Delta
:. ’-’; - ’~" ’5 " =",, .’

Agencies push for -’ ...... ’
tighter restrictions :..:.
~ Dennis J. Oliver
STAFF WRITE,~

"I[’~ Y HILE STATE and federal
~/’l~/ officials w-tangle over ira-

proving the quality of Calf
fornia’s drinking water, fas’t-~ow-
ing communities are planning m
dump increasing amounts of
Ereated sewage into r.he Delta that
supplies it.

For that reason, water agency
ticia.Is around the state are caIl[n~
for blanke~ restrictions on waste-
water discharged into the Sacra-
menlo-San Joaquin Delta. p-m-.tlcu-
lazly into that part west of Tracy "
from W[-Ltch ~vo-thirds of Califor- Lynn Stafford, of Oakland casts into the Clifton Court Forebay .ear
marts draw r.hmr drinking ;vater. Tracy. The forebay feeds into the Delta Mendota Canal, from which

"[~ makes you scratch your head most Californians get their water.
a lit-de bit. doesn’t it’?" asked ?d
Donner, a spokesman tbr the ’ ~ ’;ca. n :hat ,.v tt,.~r .,[ d:e bcrr,.:;l ;~ .va.,,;.c ’.v.Her jusA a .stone’s r..hrow
Con~ra Costa Coun .ty Water Dis- t.he hill -- or .’.m.; .ff :he hne --- ~-.:~ ::r ~r~, th,~ .-r,ers.. :~nd canals that
trtct, which has been especially pnsune, espec:ally since upstre.u:~supply dr,.nkmg water [o 22 mflllnn.,
vocal about the issue, ne~hb,~rs ;lush ,he:r toilets inn" .r ,’.ili/’,;rnum~.

Sewage, :~.ncuttural dratnaae .’¢~.w. hLI~" :~|,~,-ntK~t .h-".’;’:,,D. l’h,.* ,r,r;t[ed sewage from those
~md indusErtad waste have lon~ ments planne:i ~t’. ,:uarerp, ¢’ ~1:~7 t :h".:,’i,~un:-nl:; ,:o~fl~! ;low right Into
been a concern m Calltbrrtia. where,’,~sta ,m,! s,m~h,:r:t ban ,i,:,,!..: ........
downstream residents ClUlCkJv ,’:nmrm>..n’e :,,,r-.,,:J ,,.i~:~:~, I:,.:
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 ater: Wsste from
racy., near.. Delta., "

’                              ~,- ~ Need for change
.~ued, fromN~WS-1 ~ i. Tracy officials say they hope r "The state has got ~o start
ame pa~t of the.Delta that-" . the stare will allow [hem to ex- ;-~ ’---"
:-ED, a consortium of state pand the city’s sewage treat- .........: - "~7~ ~ W~7~ ~G ~." charges differently," Buck Said.
:ed.eral agen.cies, has tar- men~ plant without requiring CALFED is considering some
~ fo~...v&te~, cihallty...improve, expensive new technologies to i02~ 6VTJSfG~-C~GT 72~" me’hsures that migh~ help, such

. , " ’~:.. ~:: as reduciag oollut~on elsewhe~~s..On’Frlday, .-C.-~ED... make the dumped water cleaner O~ there ~f,g’s:]~ go~
or installing’flow barriers in !

"We don’t want to put crystal- =:.:..~0 b~ t!se~ o~ g hogfa.. . Delta to prevent poorly dilute
........... sewage from reachLug the,"¯ a ye.ars :tq"~Cc~pIls~J:~ic~t~: ¯ clear water out there if it’s Just .,:.’..:~:<.i:. ’ d~/2ztIstr~g??~..’      "What" ’$ pumps. .,:’--.:’"

ent rtbrth~rest .of,T~~.,~*LJ rector. "What’s the point? . ~.    ¯ . ~.’ l~al|~"" ....;.i~;~.~ ...... .Services.Distrlct,the new waste WiterwhichtreatmentWill run

.l’z treated~waste:vPJ.t~r’~t~ the path of waste w~ter frown b~ ;~ Yracy:depoty~puOl!� .~..~s~f~ .... giant o.n Old River, said his

.~n~ of intake pfitn~s.fd~e, eastern Contra C6sta County, .    ~ h~h standard by.the state that

~ W~te~ lh:0j~ct d~a~,~.% including more than 3,000 ~::,:~;~i~f~.£~.~ tt~~ the waste water It ..d: .u~iips into
.,. ,. ~. .............̄ the river will actuallylmprove

.:. Project syst m~.-, .. ~. ,:~.~.~.,,:, homes already approved in Dis- ::. 56~d does ao~.~0n~er.’~hea itWater quality there..
:~ough ~he state will re/" "’ c0very.Ba.’~ a~d Brentwood.’ " . :,issues permit.I. req.u~..~a , . ’
e the developer to strip its ’These water quality ls~d~ ¯ ~.~-watet ..ag~-~s ta clemi. "The quall~ of the bleated

:e water of all organic con- are being ~veff;Sh6rt shr~. ’ by ~tp ~ha~.s:;.beend~.~.e.~!. before. ~ /the O!&.-, .Ri.’ve~r.~ a
mants, ~ater agencies worry the state,r..e&-ulators and are the water can Ie~al!~:be dolly- -. . ~.%at~"~th .ah-wha~ i~

" ,alt and other sub- sobae o.f_...the !ocaLiin-isdicti6fis," ::; The ~onflfdfit~g r~gulatiom~ .. ¯ ¯ ....... - ......
cos r_ha~ complicate treat- said Eric_’ par~e~.~ ~..ezfviron- : ,, .. ¯ .~ ,.,~ sad. The d~Ve..1_op.m....e.nt~..p:o: ~:..-.

~e an example.of the tef~ ~an~... plans to c6~t~o~
.. . ’ mental 1~Itrdi~f~communlty :not.knowi~g w~at the t.ight:;’ of its ~&s{e
:d at least part of the year, activist ..from. S...tpc..k~0n. "It’s l~d is do~;!"Satdol~: .Ii~el..,. ulatlngthe arddunt bf di~~i~.
teve~,oper plans to use the crazy," ...... Can:, a New York-based public Planning officials s.ay.ad-~.
:e water to irrigate farm!and Taking ~ontrol ": m[eces~ attorney WitI~a.u~offic~¯ " in. San F~ancisco. He.s~d~~e~s vanced water consereatlonand"
¯ Tracy. ~.. ~reatment svstems~wouldi~Iso~:

The state Regid#al Water. c..ons.idertng legal action .to helo. " . .~ : ?,~ " ’
:v saeks increase Quality’ Control ~f~cials who compe.tsta/e officli~Is te::take #lar~s for two developi~ents",~"
’ drtnldng.water standard,s ~ore- .

.-his [s an issue of concern placed stringent, controls on theseriously when Itcens~:~ .e~, or recent!z approved:~ Tracy,
~Io.tmtaln House ~level.o.per example, have .waste waters,".said Tim Quinn, deputy
v~bh’t.gu~anfee(~&y ,wi11.be as expandlng:.~aste wafer.t~eat- being used to irrigate parkS,::al manager of the Metro- tough on other developments, ment plan~. ’" ’ " ’" :’. :

;an Water District In Los An- ’ traffic median strips, golf...,
, which delvers drinking The regional w.ate~’bea~t~has-,"; "What ~~’u-’h-~ ~’~ ~ne

:: to 16 miIllon Southern Ooverrtment buildings .and large
:ornlans.

c]~at~e,p6~[fndivld~!Z~sald:’ harmful coataminan~ into the

. ¯ .... .......... ~ : .....:. .... sta~e’s dri~k~g wat~rs~i’p#ly complexes-woul~t also.be.
Tom’ Pf~kss,.asslst~ executive ’ ~ ~t:ted %~[th dfial plumbS,~rher than dictate to
of[i~e~ for’fl-ie agen.djf s:sa~a-: ¯ and another"law r:hat requires Wktch o~e se~’bfpipes carries:’.nern California citles how mento offi~e. ’ " ~." ~ ;.-..’~:. those same contaminants be re- ~y trea.".t.e.d.~v.ater..tovhere ~owth should occur, ’ ........ ¯ ¯ . moved before you cm tfllow while anotlier.Carrie~was~~.[etropoIItan Water Dtstrlct water for use i~ var~s Or itt£?message that there are eoncenms : ’-.51rag f~r general develop- . ....... .’.~ ........ would ma~e more sense to kee~

ending up in that part of the0;" . u ’ la ....znpactofgrowthoaDelta ....., .. :,, -"..~,..~.’-. ’.I s ppIylntheffi:stp co. . . TheMo’untainHoused’dv~"[4"

there Isr~tJust, one bi~et ’ ....[ _- ....... ¯ ... ~,~ ~ measures because of costs~!~;~ addition to the Mountain .. ,. . . ......., .... ;, rector o~ me Mamorma:u~.oan, thoiagh,.:. /’!. :

:s [o seek permission from . The.r~g{onal wate~;.b.oar.d"IS :,~..,resen~s the state~,&2~,I~g.~, t ~, ".We have.a whole new

~mte to h3. crease the amount required ......to. enfbree, tlie:federa1".     ,., . .[ ~lakiri~ wate~.’,...~r,’~i~:~..      , ~ai~ be~..-built.; Where. t.he           .devd~P.’~’~" ..~.... ,.
’asre water4f can.d~m~ i~fo ¯ Clean Water Act, whlch..regu- ’- .I tSe sta[ga~er~-~~,:d;;~,+’~4,o,,,~- thinks:, it s too expensive ~:p~.~,~.
: -, from 9 rrdlllon to [ &. latds wtiat can.and’ canmio~ eeL.~:’. | It~ epm=eaelit~ow_-tlia/xd~.~mt~fa~: in d~uble piping and to recycle=’

mu gallons a day. Under its~ dfScharged~ into t~e nation’s wa- ,| wa~er’smnd~ds are bec~t~ water," said. Margtt Arambdf’di"
-eat growth blueprint, the \ [erw~s, But .the f~derafSafe.’ . | so stringent.’ " " -Ddlt~’Prbtecfi6h.exeCh~Ive directar~o~si~(!~of the

"No or~e.wants to vol..untari~£~~
n about 44,000 ~o 160,000
dents b~ ~e mid-21st con- ~boulde{~e., ei~a.., cost."             .    ...
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